
Dear Friend of Andover Norton,

The current warm spring weather lets me forget we had a short burst of winter

only a week ago. I hear and see motorcycles on the roads and could kick myself

for breaking my collarbone and thus stopping me from riding a motorcycle for at

least the next two months!

It also stops me from working on the bikes. Frustrating, but especially in the

case of Tim’s P11A probably a good turn, as I learn more and more about these

hybrids.

The literature is scarce and quite frankly not that informative. The 1966-68 parts

list 06.8202 consists of text only and, I am told, has several mistakes in it. Far

more information I received from Anthony Curzon, who was very helpful with

photos and an NOS swinging arm, and from Mike Partridge of Walridge Motors

Ltd who sold us the project many years ago.

Tim’s P11 project when it arrived from Canada

The other project, my “SS” Commando, is equally frustrating though I got the

first parts I knew were missing from Andover, so I can now do little completing

jobs in the workshop. A first assembly of the main components is impossible,

however, since nothing has gone off for painting yet…. Phew!

https://andover-norton.co.uk/en/shop-details-2/17486


Our Triumph Webshop

Meanwhile I have spent a lot of time on our Triumph webshop. I have put up the

1960 parts list for the late pre-unit 650s and the parts list for the late (1973) 500s

including some special parts, like the ally slider forks, for the TR5T. Next I will be

going though all the lists I put up originally and see what new parts we now

stock we did not have at the time and that, therefore, weren’t linked up.

It is also a good exercise to link the Triumph part numbers to identical

Norton/Lucas/Amal parts that have a different number. Now that all my stock has

been sorted in Andover we have quite a number of new Triumph items I have

yet to link up in the webshop.

Triumph Part Numbers

Talking of Triumph part numbers, in all old Triumph parts lists the numbers are

letters and numbers, say T31, later 6 digit numbers, say 57.0031. There is a

system how to convert the old numbers into the new, i.e. the ones we list, and a

very good, in fact the best, explanation how to do this was written by John Healy

of Coventry Spares who kindly allowed me to put his article up: https://andover-

triumph.co.uk/files/884/John_Healy_on_Triumph_Numbers.pdf

Youtube Videos

In the evenings I have started to watch Youtube videos about British bikes.

Some are worse than others. Watching the video on the seven bikes that Clint

Eastwood supposedly never sold, one finds none of the bikes shown are

actually owned by Eastwood, the Commando in question being at least three

different models, and several bikes come up under the wrong heading. A waste

of time.

Probably the worst video I watched recently was an amateurish opus titled “How

just one man destroyed the British motorcycle in 1973”. The man in question

being Dennis Poore.

Why someone took the time to produce this 25 minute video with mostly AI

generated pictures escapes me. Supposedly authentic pictures of Meriden

pickets in 1973 with a modern Triumph Logo (post-1992) on a factory wall, other

pictures inside the factory with bikes that wear tank badges that never existed

on models that didn’t either, plus every time the name “Dennis Poore” is

mentioned a picture of a character who is quite definitely NOT Dennis Poore.

Topped by a “historical summary” that, though it mentions some correct facts, is

as sensational as its logic and conclusions are wrong. The problem with

https://andover-norton.co.uk/en/shop-details-2/22759
https://andover-triumph.co.uk/files/884/John_Healy_on_Triumph_Numbers.pdf
https://andover-triumph.co.uk/files/884/John_Healy_on_Triumph_Numbers.pdf


Facebook is that everybody and his dog can put videos up, no matter how

irrelevant or simply false they are.

The Norman White Interview

The above is probably not the best recommendation to a video, but one I did

enjoy is our latest interview with Norman White. Norman is witty, unassuming

and very entertaining. That said, my (irrelevant) niggle is what he says about the

Norton “Thruxton Club” Racer. He admitted to me he developed it. I have the

bike he used to test the concept. Norman had left the Norton fold when the few

“production” TX racers were produced. Norman claims about twenty were made

but to the best of my knowledge and according to my research it was most

probably no more than ten.

https://youtu.be/ihvYKfvaM8w
https://youtu.be/ihvYKfvaM8w


Shop

Shop (Signed)

Roadster Silencers (“Peashooters”)

Had a rather amusing letter from customer Mike who was trying to re-create the

original “Roadster” silencers for the Triumph of a friend. He was looking for the

proper item, i.e. with the internal baffle tube with “flutes”, and with stuffing

between that tube and the outer skin. This, he said, gave the necessary

backpressure and performance combined with the deep tone and less noise

than all the current replicas he knew of. He had already manufactured the baffle

tube and asked me how to proceed.

Nicely done if unnecessary….

I very much admired the work he had done but had to tell him it was totally

unnecessary since he could easily buy just those silencers made to the original

spec from us and told him it cost me nearly a decade searching for a

manufacturer who would make and chrome the silencers in their original form.

That said there were variants of these silencers over the years of Commando

production so we have several drawings that differ in details. The ones we now

sell are to the latest spec.

https://andover-norton.co.uk/en/shop-details-2/23289
https://andover-norton.co.uk/en/shop-details-2/23290


My friend Joerg Winkelmann, THE Triumph tuner in Germany, fitted a set when

we first had these silencers to his Triumph and reported less noise and more

performance against the previous version without the stuffing. Roadster

silencers have been a standard tuning item for unit-construction Triumphs of all

years for decades now, and we have them for 1 3/8” diameter exhaust pipes

(Triumph 750 twins) under parts 06.1978/X and 06.1978/X/SNL respectably, as

well as 1 ½” (all previous Triumph 650 twins) under part 06.1978TA.

Mike’s tubes prepared to be housed in the outer skin.

Karl's Bit

FOR SALE

Norton Dominator 1955 88 Wideline.

A beautiful example of a Norton Dominator 1955 88 Wideline

This Motorcycle has had extensive works completed, including a gearbox &

primary rebuild, New Front & Rear Tyres, recovered seat and full service.

https://andover-norton.co.uk/en/shop-details-2/20878
https://andover-norton.co.uk/en/shop-details-2/20900
https://andover-norton.co.uk/en/shop-details-2/15719


New Tyres

Laydown Gearbox – Just fully rebuilt

Newly upholstered Seat

Full Service just done

Rides and looks stunning

If Interested email – Admin@andover-norton.co.uk

NOTE – We are selling for a customer who does not live in the UK (No Warranty

Given of implied).

mailto:Admin@andover-norton.cok


A New Face at Andover Norton

As most of you are aware, Joe has closed his German Shop and set everything

over to us, and I mean everything!!

Please see below the newest member of the Andover Norton Staff how has

transferred over from Southern German. On unpacking him from his crate the

staff has given him a name…. Hans!!

Hans is settling in well and is current working in the Sales Office, but will be

helping out in all of the departments around Andover Norton, so keep an out for

him around our stores!



German-Speaking Technical Support

Deutsche Technische Beratung

With an influx of new customers and queries from customers of Norton Motors

Deutschland, we appreciate that English is not everyone's first language and

questions can sometimes get lost in translation!

As such, Joe has agreed to help provide some technical support for his former

customer base where possible. In the coming day, a new extension will become

available on our phone for our German-speaking Customers to either speak or

leave a message with Joe with their queries.

This line will be open Monday to Friday 1500 to 1800 CET



Please note, this is a support line only, and he will NOT be able to place

orders or take payments for parts and you would need to still place orders

on the webshop as usual.

Für die durch die Schliessung von Norton Motors (Deutschland) zu uns

kommenden Kunden bieten wir jetzt eine deutschsprachige Hilfe an.

Joe hat sich bereit erklaert die technischen Auskuenfte, die er bislang bei Norton

Motors gab, anzubieten. Demnaechst haben wir eine Telefonnummer um

deutschsprachige Kunden zu beraten. Wenn Joe nicht vor Ort ist, hinterlassen

Sie bitte Ihren Namen und die Telefonnummer auf dem AB.

Die Nummer ist von Montag bis Freitag zwischen 15 und 18 Uhr MEZ

verfuegbar.

Bitte beachten Sie, dass es sich hier nur um Beratung handelt. Joe kann

keine Orders aufgeben oder Zahlungen für Ersatzteile abwickeln. Sie

muessen weiterhin die Bestellung in unserem Webshop aufgeben.

Further Webshop Improvements!

We have been working on more updates to the webshop, this time turning our

attention to the individual part pages.

We have now added a "frequently bought together" section which we will using

to include similar or relevant parts that you may need to purchase at the same



time.

We will also be reviewing and adding additional information to the part

descriptions, hopefully answering any questions you may have.

As we have 1000s of parts, it might take us time to go through every single one,

but we will working through them all as quickly as we can!

Auto Jumble

Don't forget about our upcoming Auto Jumble day on the 18th April! We will be

opening our stores from 10am to 2pm to offer the chance to pick up a bargain!

Calendar Competition

We are also still accepting entries to both our Norton and Triumph Calendars, so

send your high quality photos and accompanying text into newsletter@andover-

norton.co.uk

Shop

Wishing all of our reader "Happy

Riding!"

mailto:newsletter@andover-norton.co.uk?subject=Andover%20Norton%20Calendar%20Competition
mailto:newsletter@andover-norton.co.uk?subject=Andover%20Norton%20Calendar%20Competition
https://andover-norton.co.uk/en/shop-details-2/24207


The Team at Andover Norton

Andover Norton International Ltd

Unit 6 Wooler Park, North Way, SP10 5AZ, Andover
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